
1. A World Defined by Uncertainty and Competition
Uncertainty is identified as the defining feature of the global outlook. Half of surveyed experts expect a turbulent or stormy world in the next two years, rising to 57% over the next decade, while only 1% anticipate a calm future. The report characterizes this period as an “age of competition”, where geopolitical rivalry increasingly replaces cooperation, and trust between states is eroding 
2. Retreat of Multilateralism and Rise of Geoeconomic Confrontation
The most severe short-term global risk is geoeconomic confrontation, reflecting the growing use of trade restrictions, sanctions, industrial policy, and supply-chain weaponization as tools of state power. This risk is closely followed by state-based armed conflict, indicating a fragile global security environment. The weakening of international institutions and rules-based cooperation further amplifies instability 

3. Economic Risks Are Intensifying
Economic risks show the sharpest rise in concern compared to previous years. Economic downturn, inflation, debt, and asset bubble bursts are climbing rapidly in perceived severity. High public debt, volatile financial markets, and geopolitical fragmentation are expected to trigger an economic reckoning, potentially destabilizing societies and widening inequality 

4. Societal Polarization and Inequality as Core Risk Multipliers
Inequality is identified as the most interconnected global risk, acting as a multiplier that fuels political polarization, social unrest, and declining trust in institutions. Societies face increasing “streets versus elites” narratives, erosion of civic freedoms, and weakening social contracts. These pressures are intensified by misinformation, economic stress, and uneven technological change 





5. Technological Acceleration: Opportunity and Threat

Technological progress—especially artificial intelligence—offers major benefits but also introduces serious risks. Misinformation and disinformation rank among the top short-term threats, while adverse outcomes of AI show the largest increase in perceived severity over the long term. Cyber insecurity and emerging technologies are increasingly entangled with geopolitical rivalry and societal fragmentation 


6. Environmental Risks: Long-Term Severity, Short-Term Neglect
Although environmental risks such as extreme weather events, biodiversity loss, and critical changes to Earth systems remain the most severe long-term threats, they have been deprioritized in the short term. Immediate geopolitical and economic crises are crowding out climate action, despite growing evidence that environmental degradation will exacerbate future instability 

7. Outlook: A Fragmented Global Order
Looking ahead, most respondents expect a multipolar or fragmented global order, where regional powers increasingly set and enforce their own rules. Only a small minority foresee a revival of a unified, rules-based international system. Nevertheless, the report emphasizes that the future is not predetermined: renewed forms of cooperation, even under competitive conditions, remain essential to managing shared global risks 

Core Message
The Global Risks Report 2026 concludes that the world is approaching a critical juncture. Interconnected geopolitical, economic, societal, technological, and environmental risks are accelerating faster than existing governance systems can manage them. Without rebuilding trust and adapting global cooperation to a more competitive reality, today’s relative resilience may give way to systemic breakdowns. The choices made now will shape which trajectory the global system ultimately follows.
